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TAXATION ADMINISTRATION ACT 2003 — PRE-ENACTMENT PROVISIONS REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Finance 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Finance) [12.16 pm]: As the responsible minister, I table a report 
to Parliament in accordance with section 134 of the Taxation Administration Act 2003. Division 6 of part 10 of 
the Taxation Administration Act 2003 came into operation on 28 June 2008 to provide a framework to allow the 
Commissioner of State Revenue to administer amendments to taxation acts that are advantageous to taxpayers 
prior to the passage of the legislation through Parliament. Under the framework, the responsible minister has 
power to determine by notice published in the Government Gazette for specified provisions in a bill that are 
advantageous to taxpayers, and which are intended to commence prior to passage of the bill, to become 
operational from the date of publication of the notice. The provisions were introduced to improve the efficiency 
of government processes for providing tax relief following representations from a number of taxpayers 
concerned with the impact of tax relief measures that did not gain legislative force until sometime after their 
approved operative date. In the absence of these provisions, notwithstanding a tax rate reduction may have been 
announced with an immediate operative date, until the required legislation had been enacted, this would have 
required them to pay tax at the higher rate in force only to have the difference refunded once the legislation had 
been passed by the Parliament, or else perhaps defer a transaction until the lower rate was operative. To provide 
some assurance to the Parliament that the powers were being used appropriately, section 134 of the Taxation 
Administration Act requires the responsible minister to carry out a review of the effectiveness of division 6, 
part 10 of the act following the fifth anniversary of commencement of the provisions, and each successive five-
yearly interval after that anniversary, and cause a report based on the review to be laid before each house of 
Parliament. The first five-year anniversary period has expired and the report that I have tabled today evidences 
that the pre-enactment framework has been used on two occasions to the benefit of taxpayers and the community 
of Western Australia in compliance with the legislative requirements and the intention of Parliament. 

[See paper 1252.] 
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